
“ THe TIMe     
HAS Now 
CoMe For 
THe NATIoN 
To TUrN A 
New PAGe IN   
AUSTrALIA’S 
HISTorY BY 
rIGHTING THe 



wroNGS oF THe PAST 
AND So MoVING ForwArD 
wITH CoNFIDeNCe … For 
THe PAIN, SUFFerING AND 
HUrT oF THeSe SToLeN 
GeNerATIoNS, THeIr 
DeSCeNDANTS AND For 
THeIr FAMILIeS LeFT 
BeHIND, we SAY 



SorrY. To THe MoTHerS 
AND THe FATHerS, THe 
BroTHerS AND THe 
SISTerS, For THe BreAKING 
UP oF FAMILIeS AND 
CoMMUNITIeS,we SAY 
SorrY. AND For THe 
INDIGNITY AND 
DeGrADATIoN THUS 



INFLICTeD oN A ProUD 
PeoPLe AND A ProUD 
CULTUre, we SAY SorrY. 
we THe PArLIAMeNT oF 
AUSTrALIA reSPeCTFULLY 
reQUeST THAT THIS APoLoGY 
Be reCeIVeD IN THe SPIrIT 
IN wHICH IT IS oFFereD AS PArT oF 
THe HeALING oF THe NATIoN.”

—Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, February 13, 2008

CoMPlete text - www.aph.gov.au/house/rudd_speech.pdf
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Cathy Busby 
we Are SorrY



oF CANADA SINCereLY 
APoLoGIZeS AND ASKS 
THe ForGIVeNeSS oF THe 
ABorIGINAL PeoPLeS oF 
THIS CoUNTrY For FAILING 
THeM So ProFoUNDLY. 
NoUS Le reGreTToNS. 
we Are SorrY.”—Prime Minister Stephen Harper, June 11, 2008

CoMPlete text - http://pm.gc.ca/eng/media.asp?id=2149



AS IT wAS INFAMoUSLY 
SAID, ‘To KILL THe INDIAN  
IN THe CHILD.’ ToDAY, we 
reCoGNIZe THAT THIS 
PoLICY oF ASSIMILATIoN 
wAS wroNG, HAS CAUSeD 
GreAT HArM, AND HAS No 
PLACe IN oUr CoUNTrY. 
… THe GoVerNMeNT 



TrADITIoNSAND CULTUreS,  
AND To ASSIMILATe THeM 
INTo THe DoMINANT
CULTUre … BASeD 
oN THeASSUMPTIoN
ABorIGINAL CULTUreS AND 
SPIrITUAL BeLIeFS were 
INFerIor ANDUNeQUAL. 
INDeeD, SoMe SoUGHT, 



“Two PrIMArY   
oBJeCTIVeS 
oF THe reSIDeN 
TIAL SCHooLS 
SYSTeM were 
To reMoVe 
AND ISoLATe 
CHILDreN FroM 
THe INFLUeNCe
oF THeIr HoMeS,  

FAMILIeS, 


